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BOASTING OF BONES.,
From the N. ¥. World,

The Philadelphians are greatly elated be-
enuse of the discovery of a deposit of dry
bonea in the neighborhood of the eity.
Hitherto the peaceful dispositions of these
amiable provinciala bhave bsen disturbed by
the successes of other cities. New York has
sadly annoyed the Philadelphians because it
has surpassed the Quaker City in population,
trade, and political importance. Boston has
been a beam in the Philadelphian eye becanse
that really thrifty New England community
hasiproduced annmberof comparatively clever
literary men. Chicago has cutstripped Phila.
delphia in the commission of erime, and Cin-
oinnati bas beaten it in poiot of pigs. Envy
and jealonsy have thus tormented onr other-
wise mild and excellent neighbor. Now,
however, there is a change. lHenceforth the
Philadelphian ealmly confrouts the world,
and, stroog in the possession of post-pliocens
remaing, cries out exultanily to the inhabi-
tants of less favored cities, *'Bring out your
bones,” And sinece Boston can boast no
more important bones than the charred and
nuseless skeletons of departed witches, and
New Yerk ean show no mortuary romains
more interesting than those of casual Phila-
delphia roughs slaughtered Ly hasty but well-
meaning metropolitan murderers, Philadel-
phia resigne hersell to the cheerful crowing
characteristio of the contented mind,

The post-pliocens remains concerning
which the provincial press prints columns of
ecstotic description were recently discovered
in a cave opened by the labor of unscientitie
guarrymen. A horde of scientific persons
flocked to the spot, and carefully collected
the frail skeletons that strewed the floor of
the post-pliocene cavern. Among these were
found a vast variety of organic remnnins. The
blood-thirsty beetle was numerously repre.
sented: no less than twelve specimens of kis
kind rewarded the spectacled search of the
kneeling savants. The fierce field-monse
and the ferocions frog, the wild wood-
rat and the terrible turkey, the san-
guinary snipe and the ocarnivorous oat
—all slept the sleep of death in an emi-
nently bony condition upon the bottom
of the wonderful cave. The scientific per-
sons gathered these pricoless relies together
with rapturous joy, and carefully carried
them to asafe place, thers to remain until
Philadelphia should build a suitable musenm
wherein they may be exhibited to the amaze-
ment and discomiiture of visitors from other
and boneless cities. Meanwhile each scien-
tific person is finderstood to be writing at
great length, and in the most elaborately
soientific style, upon the subject, while every
Pennsylvania paper trompets forth the
Emisos of its capital city and its contiguons

one-cave,

The effect of all this npon the unprejn-
diced metropolitan mind is twofold. At first
we are prompt to perceive the strong resem-
blance between the Philadelphia of to-day and
the Philadelphia of the post-pliocene period.
The harmless and truly rural character of the
population seems never to have changed. It
is true that a considerable aggregate of
human beings has been added to the cats and
field-mice DF‘:\ former period, but the essen-
tial nature of the average Philadelphian has
not been greatly modi!icﬁ. If somo species
have diminished, others have taken their
place. The blustering beetle has vanished,
but in his stead the fierce Quaker roams the
rectangular streets, The wild note of the
musical snipe has ceased to echo in the lonsly
wastes of Chesnut and Walnut streets, but
the strident shriek of the female medical
student secking te enforee her natural right
to disseot her fellow-creatures breaks often
upon the listening ear. What Philadelphia
was in the post-pliocene period she still is to-
day. Onlyin earlier and happier days no
vain phantom of direet trade with Europe
mocked and maddened the eoleopterous and
ornithological inhabitants,

The other reflection which will ocenr to the
cool and impartial reader of the record of
these Philadelphian wonders is that, after all,
these borsted bones may not be of extreme
antiqnity. The very ape assigned to them
by the scientific persons is a possible equivo-
cation. Are we mnot all living in a period
subsequent to that known aa the pliocene?
Is this not, therefore, really a post-pliocene
period? And then, are there not field-mice
and cats and bestles still living upon the sur-
face of the earth? We wounld not for the
world dash the delight of the Philadelphians
by assuming that their post-pliocene bones
are wholly modern; but it is our duty to can-
tion them, lest in their inconsiderate joy they
eanonize the cat of yesterday and the turkey
of last Thavksgiving, under the delusion that
they are paying honor to bones of inealoula-
ble antiquity,

THE LAST DEMOCRATIC GODSEND,
From the N. Y. Tribune,

The most talkative of our generals has been
making a little speech in New Orleans, in
which he said just what might have been ex.
pected of bim; that is, that he knew more
about the state of the country than anybody;
that he had more legislative capacity than the
whole of Congress; and that if they would
drop their attempts at government aund give
the charge of affairs to uim, he wonld restore
order and barmony in no tiwe. This is no
new theory of the gallant soldier. He has
always believed in the government of the
sword. ¥e has never affected to conceal his
contempt fox wen who wear black coats, and
who paid for Weir own education, He did
noble and glorions work during the war, when
the fighting grew agd enough to tame his

flightiness and keep Mm down to his pace,
but be never had & poitical idea whioh was
pot absurd and fantastic; wd his convention
with Johnston, by which he Swerendered all the
results of the war, was & most wotesque illus-
tration of his incapacity to appryigte a poli-
tical principle. Mr. Stanlon nevés randered
the country a greater service t by his
prompt and decided repudiation of thy gy
render, and the vast personal Eopuiam, of
Genersl Sherman was not encugh to probug

bim from the general condomnation his ae |
He ontgrew this blunder, | wes twice eaptured by the enemy aud sent
gerious as it was, because every one recog- | Yaek—their poligy being not to take paople

tion reoeived.

eocentricity. As Richelien thought himself a
better poet than statesman, and so wasted hia
leisure in woolng an ingrate Muse, our san-
guine soldier is not satisfied with the ocom.-
mand of the army, but itches to show the
world what & statesman is disgnised in his
nniform. ‘There is something fascinsting
about theGeneral’s political utteranoces. They
are so honestly and naively ignorant, so des-
titute of any cennection with known facts, so
confident and cock-sure of his own powers
and bis own sagacity, that they have the same
charms ss the theoretieal eampnigns and con-

gpiracies of & loquacious school-girl, *‘Let ua
soldiers have charge of the matter,”
pays the oulspoken chiof, ‘‘and we will

soon seitle everything in & salisfaotory man-
pner,” How wonderiully this sounds like a
young lndy's ““If I were President—," which
is always followed by some deliciously absurd
misapprehension of the execntive sphore and
function. General Sherman does not seem
to remember that the army only numbared a
million of men, and that this was not & ma-
jority of the nation. He is equally unmind-
ful of the faot that more thun two-thirds of
that army disagreed with him, and held the
game just and wise views of government that
were sustained and put in practice by Lincoln
and Stanton and Grant, The glory of that
army was that they wera citizens before and
after they were soldiers; and General Sher-
wan is o soldier, with no clear perceptions of
the dignity and worth of the citizen charao-
Ler,

In view of these prtentand notorions facts,
the General's speech might bave been passed
over with an indulgent smile by the conntry
which knows and honors him for what he is,
foibles and all. DBut it has been given a sin-
gulsr and unacconntable prominence by the
organs of the opposition, One morning paper,
which changes ils favorites oftepepthnn Ha-
ronn or Brigham, seizes upon the General and
mekes him a candidate for the Presidency
npon the strength of this speech. As the same
paper will nominate a dozen or so more be-
fore the election, we cannot panse to discnss
its merry-andrew performance Jof yesterday.
But we feel bound to give one word of candid
cantion to another paper, which assumes airs
of leadership in the Democratic party, and
which, as it only changes position radically
two or three times a year, may bo considered
as having some vegard for its reputation
for consistency, It also makes this
rattling speech of General Sherman’'s the
oceasion for delighted editorials erediting the
spesker with more than human sagueity and
integrity. It does not nominate him for
President, but, on the contravy, timidly sug-
gests that he had muoch better stay where he
is, at the head of the army—a good perma.
nent place, ete. It holdsup to him his pre-
decessor in the command of the armyas an
awful example of what generals come to when
they begin to think of the White IHouse.
But these gentle homilies will have little
effect upon the ambitions and arrogant mind
of the brilliant soldier to whom they are ad-
dressed. He will be likely to accepl as
genuine all the proise which is lavished npon
his political nagacity, and will reject the rest
as impertinent. *‘The White House gad.ily
orazes when it stings,” and the dilettante

schemers of fthe Manhattan Clab  had
betler beware how they make a
candidate of Tecumseh Sherman, Wao

think he would make a bad President for all
of us. He does not know enough of the fivat
elements of political seiencn to keap his des-
potio and eccentric impnlses in check. Bat
he wonld be an infinitely worse candidata for
Tammany than for us. His rigid honesty,
his flighty notions of poersonal honor, his
overweening self-confidence, utterly unfit him
to be the servant and fignre-head of that gang
of grovelling rogues. He would smash into
splinters any platform they could frame be-
fore a month of the canvass was over; and if
by any improbable Inck he came to be Presi-
dent, we would expeet, before the Cabinat
was formed, to see Boss Tweed kicked down
the steps of the White House, slate, diamond
breasipin, and all, by the rash and splenetive
soldier, whose civil policy the ring could no
more predict or follow than the flight of a
weteor, and whose hard integrity they could
no more mould to their scoundrel purposes
than they could knead granite to their daily
bread,

MARSHAL BAZAINE.
From the N, Y. Times,

The téstimony of the only mewspaper cor-
respondent who contrived to remain in Metz
during the whole of the siege of that fortress
was given to the world some time ago. It will
be remembered that it was entirely adverse to
the supposition that Marshal Bazaine had
acted in good faith, either for the interests of
Napoleon Il or of France. The correspon-
dent, upon whose views we took occasion to
comment at soms length when they were first
published, was convinced that Bazaine did
not wish to break throngh the German lines,
and that his polioy was shaped purely by con-
giderations of personal profit, Ilis plan, as
surmised, was one of ‘‘masterly inastivity.” As
matters stood when he was first cooped up in
Metz, something seemed likely te happen
which might be turned to his advantage, If,
s seemed probable, the Empire fell with the
army of MacMabon, Bazaine would become
the first, or, indeed the sole, French military
authority, As commander of the largest
body of trained troops remaining to Frauce,
be might make either peace or war, and not
improbably in either case become dictator,
Nearly all the evidence that has hitherte
reacbed the public eye confirms the belisf
that Bazaine conld, if he would, have burst
through the toils that only imperfectly sur-
rounded him; and, granting that he had the
power, there is no rationsl way of accounting
for his failure to do so, except upon the
theory of selfish treachery.

We are not sure hew far the statements of
the Vieomie de Valeourt, who deliverad a
publie lecture in London, April 17, on this
subject, are to be accepted concerning the
guestion. This gentleman was, however, on
the staff of Marahal Bazaine, and was after-

pized his gyllantry aud his good inteutious,

and merely sm

which
Grrant as President, bis

cretions, partl

auticipation of him in command | through wany parts of the Prussian works,
of the symy, in case otmhgm pramotion to the | &od saw, to ﬁlwi:o. that they were far
Presidency,  This brilliant prospect helped,

laast, to

at his ionovent ignerance
of public affairs. Dunvg the feur years
od the insoguration of Geuaral
tinguished friend
and comrade was kept from any glaring indis-
y by the strong influence which
his chief’s good sense and prudence exerted
wpob bim, and partly by the nataral hope aud
i succeed

make General SBherman & n
and cousequently seund and safe in

wards Private Becretary to Gambetta. Hoe
escaped from Metz, some time after it4 invest.
‘ment, bearing despatches from bis com-

mander, These were written in oypher, and
were fastened by “‘a top-Uressiug ef gatta
perchia into & hellow teoth.” The Vicowte

Out of Metz, but to send others in. Ha de-

that he was ‘'a poor Awerican jour-
valis » gnxious to return to his own couutry.
The Fsyesians, bowever, thought it more
bmportals that he should centinue to
diminish  the provisions in the be.
leaguered tywn than sdd to the popa.
lation ‘he United Biates, Now,
on these Ootmigns the Vicomte passed

less strong than was continually, at
his besdquarterd, dec\seiyp thew to be.  Ba-

fore M. de Valooust his flanl eseaps

Gormany. The in his lec-
ture that, on the arrival of this intelligenoe,

Bazaine publioly exclasimed, ““Thank God,
that jmbecile has gome at last!”
which  ocertainly sounds like an
expression of anticipated satisfaction.

Besidesa this, the leoturer porroborated other
statements in declaring that the two
sorties, of 27th Septsmber and 7th October,
were almost of necessity failures, and im-
plied that they were designed to be so. Ba-
zaine, said the Vicomte, being a man of
essentially ambitious character, and thinking
be held the army in his hand, hoped to be-
eome powerful enough to decide the futurs of
France. The w “traitor” was in faoct
openly applied to him all over Metz, both
before and at the time of the surrender. It
will be remembered that when the tidings of
the proposed step was first communicated to
the garrison, many of the officers resolved
not to surrender. A general disconragement,
however, succeoded, since none conld tell
who was fit to be trusted, and the project of
holding ont was abandoned.

Opivions may differ as to the weight to be
attached to the testimony of this fresh wit-
ness, and some may decry it on the score of
M. de Valcourt's subseqnent republican asso-
ciations. We must recollect, notwithstanding,
that it is confirmatory of previous reports,

‘hus been made public before a very large

pudience in a way to invite eritiolsm and chal-
lenge contradiction, and was given as the first
of a series of lectures on similar themes that
will afford an opporbnrity for close serating.
It reems, on the whole, but tao certain that
Iazaine proved false to bis trust at one of the
wost trying emergencies in the history of his
country, and that the terrible disasters which
bave since overtaken her are thus, in A mea-
sure, to be laid ot his door, Unless a hetter
defense can he offered in his behall than any
that bas ®o farappeared, hardly & man has
ever carried the baton of a Marshal of France
whose nume will go down to posterity asso-
cialed with so dark a stigmua.
ARISTOCRACY-THE ENICKERBOCKERS
From the N, Y. Sun.

Pride of birth is a natural feeling, in which
men of every nationality partake, vut in dif-
ferent degrees. A man conscions of having
had respectable ancestors has a stronger in-
ducement to do bhonor to their memory by
reputable conduct than the son of nobody or
one whose parents have a bad character,
But in this country we have, thank God! no
aristocracy, or, at least, no order of sociely
that corresponds with the landed aristocracy
of Englaud aud the continent of Europe, :

It is true we bave a spurious kind of aris-
tocracy, founded on money, whose character-
isties are lavish expeuditare, extravagance,
and tawdry display. Buat people of enlture
and refinement langh at their pretensions.
Then we have in egome of our large towns,
especially Boston and Philadelphia, an aris-
toeracy of talent and sducation, which is not
to be laughed av, Dot society is not so di-
vided among ns, nor are the lines of demar-
cation so distinet, a4 to prevent classes of
people nominally separated by sowme social
differences from ruuwning into one another,
g0 that 1t is diffioult to determine which is on
the most elevated social plane. Thera 1a also
Liere and there an American family which oan
boast of an illustrious lineage, but people of
ihis sort are usually indifferent to anocestral
distingtions, and never obtrade their olaima
to social eminence. Persons of similar
tastes, and about the same degree of intelli-
gence and refinement, naturally seek each
other's society, and usually withont inguiring
whethier blue blood or the common fluid ran
in the veins of their ancestors,

There has been a great pratense of high
birth and exclusiveness among the descend-
ants of the Kuickerbookers, as the Datch
boers and burghers ure called who came from
the Old World and settled New Amsterdam,
Probably, if they were familiar with the his-
tory of their ancestors, and knew their social
status in Holland, and the circumstances
under which they came to this country, these
Knickerbockers would come to a more
accurate appreciation of their own claims
to aristocratic descent than is now enter-
tained among them. Indeed, the idea has
generally obtained that there was a strain of
the best blood in mavy of those who came
here from Holland. The truth is altogether

otherwise.
The separation of New Netherlands from
the mother country took place more

than a century earlier than that which took
place between the colonies and Great Britain,
or about two hundred years ago. Soon after
the change of dominion all family intercourse
ceased between the two counntries. There
was, it is true, considerable inter-
communication for a few years after the
English conguest, but upon the decease of
those then living correspondence between the
members of the families on the two sides of
the Atlantio dropped off, and finally ceased
altogether,

The American Dutchmen, therefore, con-
stitute a body totally severed as regards
social relations from their brethren in Europe.
They may regard Holland with filial, pious
love, as the home of their ancestors, They
may cherish a pride in the military achieve-
ments of the mother country. The commer-
cial enterprises, the prudent thrift, the laws
of freedom, all of which distinguished the
early days of the Duich republic, they may
appropriate to themselves as a part of their
patrimonial inheritance. Butl this feeling of
attachment is not at all reciprocated or under-
stood by the Hollander. The psople there
bave no relationship with ours, They have
no pride in our growth and prosperity. They
are generally ignorant of our history, and
those who know something of the ancient
colony of New Netherlands are wholly indif-
ferent in regard to this eountry, The out-
rages, lynchings, and general imwmorality
which our newspapers report to their readers
are reproduced in the journals of Paris,
Brussels, and London, with abunsive ocom-
ments, and thus form the staple of informa-
tion on the United States to be foundin
Dutch newspapers,

The uimpra truth is thav the great majority
of the Netherlanders who séttled perwma-
nently in America belonged to the so-called
lower or laboring classes. 'l‘h? were farm-
ers or mechanics, The most distinguished
Knickerbocker families—thoge whose ances-
tors filled the moest important positions in
the new settlement, a8 well as othors—were
from the great body of commen pesple,
The ancestor of Peter Stuyvesant was a
bhumble olergywan in Friesland, The only
patroon who gettled upon his estites on the
Hudson was a diamond-outter of Amsterdam.
Altbough the republic of Holland confarred
no titles, it protected the old nobility in their
estates, aud (hey and their families were con-
tent to leave distant enterprises in the hands
of the other clusses and rewain &t howme,

It may be asked, mol unressonshly, how
men of inferior pogitien and devoid of wealth
or influence in Holland could obtsin grants
of large tracts of land fromw the Government.

rews reached Motz of the terrible disastess

| ‘Yhe suswer is easy and complate. Ths ohject

prise who could take ont settlerk in propor-
tion to the amonnt of territory gronted them,
Besider, the island of Java ;?arqd a more in-
viting tield of adventure, and the younger
sons of the gentry sought their fortanes in
the East Indies, There wers fabulous stories
current of the sources of wealth in that
remote region, which was representad as a
golden Cathay; and the dashing yonng fellows
of Holland were attracted thither, as the
enkerprise and aotivity of our day were drawn
to the Pacific slope on the discovery of gold
in Californin,

The Kuickerbockers have nothing mora to
be proud of on the soore of their descent
than the Yankees of Counnecticat or the to-
bacco.growers of Virginia.

THE “COMMUNE" A8 A BASIS OF GOV-
ERNMENT.
From the Pall Mall Gazette,

It is a strange and significant sign of deere-
pilude when an old man forgets the lessons
of his long years of busy and active life, and
reverts by prefersnce to the soanes and asso-
ciations of early yonth. And a similar dis-
easedl senility appears to attach to political
philosophy when it goes back for precedents
to the examples afforded by a less advanced
stage of soviety. But though this kind of
retrospective wisdow is a pretty sure sign of
weakuess in political philosophy itself, it is
not nnfrequently a token of rude vigor in
the individual minds which indalge in it
The faschion of mimicking the Ilangnage

and demeanor of elasgioal republios
which prevailed in the ' Fremch demo-
cracy of 1793 was ludierons enough,

as ludierous as the contemporary mode among
lndies of dressing, or rather undressing, in
classical tunies, and facing a Parisian climate
in winter with stockingless feet and very ox-
posed shoulders. But the men who thus
modelled themselves after an extinot type
were, many of them, mneithier foolish nor
weak. DMistaken as they were in supposing
the lessous of antignity directly applicable to
their own day, they could themselves appre-
ciate what was great and what was wise in the
recollections of ages goue by, and regulate
their own conduct to a certain extent in
unison with such guidance. They wore utterly
mistaken in fancying Sparta and Atheuns
models for France; thoy were not themselves
the worse, but the belter, so far as they were
in earncst, for acting the parts of Spartans
and Athenians,

These refloctions are naturally ocea-
sioned by the singuls ronism which is
now attewpted—we cannot say perpetrated—
by the exrtempore government established for
the nonce in Paris. Of course, the mujority
of its leading spirits are simply of the avar-
chical or destrnotive character; but there ara
thinkers among them—men who have formed
an iden of a possible State, such as Europe
for many geverations bas not witnessed in
actunl existence, There have been times and
countries in which the cities and their
indwellers were almost everything—the mass
of mankind who cultivated the earth nothing.
Inside the walls, aflluence, edncation,
comfort, luxury; outside, a  multi-
tude wscarcely removed above  bar-
barism, subject to a number of
feudal lords who no doubt defied the citizens,
and plundered them when they were able,
but whom their own lawless habits and pan-
perism placed in general at the mercy of the
burghers whom they affected to despise.
Buoh were the Netherlands at one period;
such more especially was Northern Italy, “‘In
every other part of Europe," says Macaulay,
“‘a large and powerful privileged class tram-
pled on the people and defied the Govern-
ment., Butin the most flourishing parts of
Italy the nobles were reduced to comparative
insignificance. In some districts they took
shelter under the protection of the powarful
componwenlths which they were unable to
oppose, and gradually sank into the mass of
burghers."”

Such is the precedent, if public rumor is
correct, which the few thoughtful spirits
among the Ked rulers of the Hotel de Ville
have before their eyes. They dream of a
France consisting of a number of confederate
cities, exercising in barmony with each other
all political power, and a multitude of be-
nighted agriculturists obeying the laws which
the cities dictate and paying the taxes which
they impose. Such is the theory which Assi,
the chief of the Internatienal Society, is said
to have drawn from the pages of the onl
beok which he admits having atudied—DMIL.
Quinet's ‘‘History of Italy.” Whatever may
be the deficiencies of Citizen Assi's political
education, he is evidently a man who
thinks for himself, and who possesses the
leader's faculty of expounding thoughts;
and, if it be true that he is already under
proscription by the merely anarchical section
of the Commune, he has evidenlly earned
the ordinary reward of one who thinks for
himself in troublesome times, but has not
strength to enforce his thonghts—either
neglect or martyrdon. The ideas of such a
wen are generally more worth investigation
than better instructed but more common-
place personages are apt to suppose,
Let us portray to ourselves for a moment the
fentures of an Italian civic commonwealth of
the Middle Ages, and with the guidance of
safer autborities than M., Quinet's epigrams,

At the time of its greatest development in
the fourteenth century, republican Florence
was & oity with some ninety or a hundred
thousand inhabitants, In theory, its Consti-
tution established a governmeat of trades'
upions. There were twenty-one or twenty-
three guilds; the greater and lesser “‘arts'—
lawyers, notaries, wholesale dealers, bankers,
ete., belonging to the former; retailers,
shoemakers, butchers, tailors, and the
like to the smaller., Each of fhess com-
panies bad its own counncil and its own
execulive. Fach excluded the competition
of private traders by the most jealously
exclusive laws, United, or rather federated,
they constituted the common wealth—with its
general exscutive, composed of members
chosen by u constantly ohanging series of re-
fined contrivanoes; its two elected legislative
councils; and its device for occasionally re-
sorting to a plebiscite, a *‘resolution.” in Hal-
lam's words, *‘of all derivative powers into
the immediate operation of the popular will,"”
when Florence was technically said *‘far ai
popolo,” to make itself people—from whick
‘‘people,* however, not only mere proletaries
but citizens not enrolled in the trades were
carefully excluded.

Suck was the generul outline of Florentine
Governmeont for mearly two oouturies, but
subject to perpetual varistions of detail and
inhamptur! by periods of anarchy and ty-
mnpy. Nevertheless, it seonred an amount
of wealth, comfort, sooial refinement suoch s
was only approsched in the times of which
we are Ip&fi‘hg in & few other commuunities
linnlug circumstanced. The differonce be-
twoen the life of a citizen of Florenge, oven
of the m: and that of the vassal of some
fendal lord in the neighboring valleys of the

Apennines was almost as great s that be-
tween & townsmwan of an Allantio ity in the
Vuited States and & slave ou the estate of &

They wore greater meon outside the walls, bat
happier within, At first they honored the
Commune by taking a leading part in its
affairs; then they were content to play an in-
ferior part; finally, the jealous spirit of demo-
aracy so far prevailed as to exclude them
from power altogetber, and with many
circumstances of contempt, In the mean.
time the vassals of these lords—the tillers
of the soil within the Florentine ter-
ritory—found  their position much im-
proved from what it bad bHeen nnder mare
feudal dominion. Though absolutely withoat
political rights, the Florentine contadino was
proteeted by the great Commune, improved
greatly in physical condition, and attained a
sort of rustic quasi-independence. But Ilo-
rence had only about 200,000 country sub.
jects; her dominions were hemmed in by
those of other Tuscan towns—Pisa, Arezzo,
and the rest; these again forming only a
minor cluster in the constellation of Italian
oities, which ineluded snch mighty States as
Venice and Genos—all reproductions, with
many differences, of the type of which Fio-
rence farnished the most “‘advanced’ ar de-
woeratic specimen,

In Italy, therefore, the political dream
which is attributed to Assi was to a certain
extent realized. Dut her civic comwon-
wealths were strangely shorb-lived —all but
the two lnst named, which had a large ad.
mixture of the aristoeratie element. And it
is very noteworthy that their disorganization
and fall were not in general the conseqnence,
as might have been expected, of any ‘‘ngly
rush” from the exoluded lower classes or from
the rejected mobility, They commonly pro-
ceeded from one or the other of two causes,
The tirst was the bitter jeslousy entertained
in democracies of all who achieve power by
mere popular favor—jealousies far more in-
cutable thap those whioh are excited else-
where by recognized prerogative: jeal-
ounsy, which s just as operative and
as injurions at Washington now as in the
Florence of Dante, though kept in control by
greater solidity of institations and national
cvharncter. And thus the history of Florence
during these two centuries discloses little
more thun a snceession of short reigns of
populsr faverjtes, energetic and weslthy
citizeps, foreign militery adventurers, and
now and then a plain man of the people, such
s Michael Lando, the hopest wool-comber,
who was chosen *‘gonfalonier” in a wanton
frenk, because he bappened one day to be
carrying the standard of justice, and who
governed for a short space more sensibly than

any of his distingnished predecessors, For
such inveterate disupnion there could
be mno external oure, because it arose

from the very miature of demoeracy acting
within & small sphere. The next and equally
insuperable cause of failure was to be found
in the mutual jealousies of the seversl neigh-
bor cities, They never could agree for any
object of common benefit, although separate
lepgues conld be formed from time to time
for the purpose of tearing encn other to pieces
a8 Guelfs and Gilellins. The whesl of
change was continually going round; 1n one
city the mnltitude would rise against a self-
imposed chief, and ‘‘make themselves poople”
once more; in another, Hred of popular
wrangles, men wonld place themselves once
more under the foot of a “‘signore;” but, in
the long run, the bins towards absolule gov-
ernment was sure to prevail, and one after
the other these noble cities fell under despot-
ism and consequent decay.

It may be scarcely worth while, for pur.
poses of political instruction, to draw the pic-
ture of a past state of things which no power
on earth could reproduce in Europe under
the reign of newspapera and standing armies,
But something may be learnad by observing
the innate and incurable defects—ineurable
because deeply rooted in the propensities of
men—which beset the ideal of a conntry com-
posedjof a cluster of civic commonwaalths,
even were it capable of temporary realization
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